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Mr, James Weldon Johnson,

Secretary, N.A.A.C.P.

New York 6ity, N.Y. ' November 2, 1921,

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

I am writing to solicit the aid of your association in a ratheznovel; cese,
and I do not know whether or not it is your poliey to give eid in such a
case. But the question involved is so serious and the underlying prin-
ciple so fundamental to the future welfare of colored students in this
University, that I feel it my duty, as the spokesman for the fifty colored
male students here, to, at least, ley the question before you, and trust it
toll_ie%ven that there are some means by which your association can give us
relief.

Condi thi t d
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toward us is practiocally the seme as that toward the white students.

the city seems hostile toward us and bent on getting rid of us, Their
attitude is felt most keenly in the matter of housing. No one will rent
to colored fraternities and no one will sell in livable localities, It
is almost impossible in the whole city to find & decent room to live in.

The fraternity of which I am a member, to teke advantage of this situation,
bought a house on contract of sale last summer. The moment it became
known that we had bought, & powerful but sinister organization, raised
money to keep us from gaining possession, The o0ld tenant, whose lease

was up Sept. 1, has refused to move, We have brought an action of force-
able entry and ouster, but her attorney, realizing that our means gre
limited, is endeavoring to delay the trial indefinitely so that we shell
become uneble to meet our obligations and at the same time, Pight the

cage, 80 that we will be forced to sell our interests or lose almost &
thousand dollars that we have paid, We are almost at that point now. The
cagse comes up for triel Seturday and unless we get a favorable dedi sion

and the trespasser decides to give over, we shall be unable to proceed
further and shall be forced either to sell out or risk losing our interests,
We are represented by Mr, S. Joe Brown of Des loines, & very able lawyer
and would 1ike to push the case and get our rights, but leck the means.

As 1t is purely & racial issue and threatens to meke it impossible for
colored men to remain at this University, we thought that we could get your
agsociation to act for us and teke a mortgage on our interest in the house
for the re~payment of your advences.
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Williem Edwin Taylor -2 Nov. 2, 1921,

This is my sixth year in the University, sir, and I have been in
this eity long enough to note the crystalization of sentiment against us.
There is an organization of the Ku Klux Klan here, and I have not the
least doubt but that they are financing the scheme to effect our ruin,

As & lew student, knowing the principles involved and that this tenant

is holding over without color of right or title, and solely because we
are colored, I should very much hate to see_our adversaries succeed
because of our financial embarrassments I am sure that Seturday,

when the case comes up for trial, they will again come to me (as I am
representing the plantifféy to effect a compromise, by.which they will as:
us to seklout, If your assoo% tion can in an¥way render us assistance,
and you will inform me bf this in due time will pot surrender., You
may state eny terms you wish, we will accept {:ham.

I trust sir, that this matter will remsin strictly confidential., I
should very much hate to heve any publiclty given it - at present amyway

I thank you in advense for the favor of your reply.

Yours respectfully,

(Bigned) Williem Edwin Taylor

The Kappse - Alpha Psi,
110 East Burlington St.,
Towa City, Iowa.
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10 Novembor 1921

Mre “illiam Idwin Tayler,
! The Kapps Alpha bsl,
! 110 kast Burlington St.,
. Iowa City, Iowa,

Uy dear iire Tuylor:

I have your letter of the 2nd and was very much
interested in its contents, It is unneoeamsary
for me to suy that we are doeply in sympathy with
¥ou in tho fight vhich you are making and yet .we
ind ourselves ot in 8 position to aid you in the
way you aske

.I mean that the Board of Directors is limited by
its Constitution and by its articles of incorpore~
tion in the way it ean dispose of the funds in-
trusted to the organization, There i1s no way in
which tho Assooiation oan legully appropriate money
from its treasury for the purpose of taking ozre of
the mortgaze even 1f 1t hed suffiolent funds to do
80% I feel that your Tight is one that chould be
taken up by all of the branches in the state cince
it is concerned with the State University, so I anm
sonding & aony of your lotter t0 tho secretaries of
the verious loosl organizations urging thet they teke
united agtion,. .

S e e

Very truly yours,

Seoretary,

T LGP
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