Drive on Burma May Open New Battle for the Pacific
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The planes of the aerial ferry from India
use four gallons of gas in flying one gal-
lon to General Chenault in China. The
Allies must drive to the China Sea and
establish a sea supply line to China.
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There are four available bases from which the
United Nations could launch striking forces
against Nippon. These are Aleutian-Alaska,
Hawaii-Midway, MacArthur's New Guinea-
Australian and Mountbatten's India-Ceylon.
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N ey % General MacArthur's objective is the Philippine Islands.
HONEKONG 4 “1 If he could develop a base here it would cut the vital
enemy supply lines between the Netherlands Indies,
Malayas arid Japan, afford base from which to strike
in cooperation with Mountbatten on Asia mainland.
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a new form of campaign
he has tested points the way to ultimate defeat
of Japan “using swift, massive strokes egainst
main strategic objectives,” employing the airarm
in effective combination with ground forces or
supporting the Fleet, instead of “island hopping™

with extravagant losses and slow progress.
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Lord. Mounénﬂon could thrust an amphibi-

ous striking force at the Isthmus of Kra cut-
ting Jap communications with Singapore.
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The new command of Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten,
Allied Southeast Asia commander in chief, will range from
the waters off Madagascar east to Sumatra and will span
French Indo-China, Thailand, Malaya, and Burma with his
base at New Delhi. His fleet may be based at Ceylon. ‘ i wm@”‘
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SCALE OF MILES

ITH Burma drying out after months of heavy

rains that have made major military action

impossible, Allied forces are believed ready to
open an offensive that will end the threat to India, re-
open the Burma Road, and open the way to air raids on
the Japanese mainland from the Chinese coast.
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At the same time, General Douglas MacArthur's

 Him . LORD LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN'S : Pl e
forces are smashing important Jap bases in the South : : ey
Pacific, moving ever closer to the Philippines, naval AIR AND NAVAL BASE C’“ﬁ o/ g

forces in hit-run raids are blasting Nippon's island
bases, and in the far north American bombers based : W’anar

in the Aleutians are raiding the Kurile Islands.

Thus a three-way drive threatens the Japanese
mainland.

A fourth also is possible, a thrust by sea from the
Hawaiian Islands and Midway.

Military strategists believe the major drive will
come from India, where Lord Louis Mountbatten, su- &
preme Allied commander, has tens of thousands of
troops, a strong air force and a battle fleet that pos-
sibly will be reinforced by ships from ltaly's surren-
dered navy.

Burma, they say, will have to be invaded primarily
by sea, the overland route being almost impossible.
This, of course, would have to follow heavy air raids
and would require control of the Indian Ocean.

Japan knows a major offensive is on the way,
knows that during the monsoon period the Allies have
built up a powerful striking force, knows the drive
probably will start in Burma.

Japan's forces are spread out over thousands of
miles of land and sea, from China to New Guinea.
Aware of her vulnerability to attack by air, the Japa-
nese government has ordered total mobilization of
her people.

If the Allies strike soon from all directions, east
from India, west from the South Pacific, and south
from the Aleutians, Tokyo will not be able to build her
homeland defenses as thoroughly as she has built the
island bases in the Pacific

If fhe o”ensive s delﬂy(’d, if by any chance Chl’?ﬂ
should be knocked out of the war, the war in the Pacific
may be lengthened by a decadoe.
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