Cople:- Brussels, June 15th 19I5

My dear Francnuil=

This seoms an appropos time for a short raview of
the ampunt of benevolent support and the resulto sccomplishsd 4n
the benevolent depsartment of the Cormisszion for Relief in Belgium
during the past seven montlis, The work of ihe eslipping, purchas=
=ing dapartments of the Commis aion with the Cowmit s National in
alimentation and finance ars not herein yefeyred to.

At the outset, the Commieaion &stablished relations with the
Baveral. podies throughout the world, interested in Belgien Reliesf
= but ol mers purpose - sppeuls were dispuiohed te Governcrs,
Premiers aal other prominent men throughout the woxld, asking
them to interest themsalves in the estxblishmsnt of regional come
-mittess {0 organize up an effort in favour of the destitute in
Balgium, Ultimately over 100Gcommittess were organizad by the
Comnmiseion in wmrious parxte of the world.

Wot only hzve thess comuitiees collected monay, clothing and
focd on bshalf of the destitute, but the Commissicn Hze taken ade
-vantage of ths kXindly disposition and inTlusnce in securing innu-
-meratla local concvesaions In the purchass of the provisions for
the departement d'alimentation.

The monsy or the valus of the food collevtad during the seven
montie kp to June lst has peen 88 follows & distributed as to rTew
=-glonus:

TOTAL, REVEVOLEWT RECETPTS TO JUNE IST.

Talted States 9% 668 GO0 Prince
Australasin 14,800,000
Great BEritaln 10,200,000
Canada 85.600.00C
Spuin 150.600
Italy 150.000
Chniua : 100,000

Proiite earyned by the Com-
=mission on the suls of

fﬂiﬂ. & ¥ Ll [} - L L B - t“H.QEE.EEQ
fotal . « » 71.000.000 francs

Also sev axal thouwand tons of c¢lothing valued at about
6,800,000 francs, Thers ceatricuticns have Sesn, in the main, the
aggregation of minute¢ subsoriptions repres milrg soms solf-denial
by millions of people, There huas been only one laxmge contribution
the Rockefeller=-Poundation, of sbout B5.000.000 francs,

Aslde however from thess direct conwribut ions of the gene-
=rously disposed people and imstitutions, there has been lovoked
an extraordinary awount of free zoxrvice, which in result cun be
interpreted in two directions: 1°) In the profite earnsd by the
Comisdon forxr Rellel in Selgium, belug the difference ©eotween the
actual cost of obtsiniang foodstufis for the ravitaillemant and
ths price at which they are disposad of in Delgium, and 29) The
faoct that, vesides waking 8 profit, the joint coumitices have
been able to maintaln the price of bread in Belgium until the end
of June 3t an average of 107 under the price in London. This lat~
=ter is of the most vital laportance to a2ll classes of the Bel-

~glan people aml has not only been done, but the profit of 13.000, 000

france over aund above all expensss, hae been earned for the sup~
=port of the destitute besides,

—



It may be mentioned that ths total foodstulfs imported inte
Selgium Ly the Commission have up to the firet of June amounted to
almost exactly 200.000,000 francs. The total expenses for adminis-
~tration of the Coumission dmounts To less than 3/4 of one percont

It is intereeting to note the imoztama of the saving made to
all classes in Belgium by virtue of the vexy low prices which have
besn maintained. YT the bread - not to mention the othey commodie
=ties - hod been sold at Towdon prices, the profits would have
been greater by 15.000.000 france, Tharsfors we can say that the
spocinl servicee rendersd by congeszions sbtainsd are the dém of
the "prorits’and the reductions Welow London prices sguregate cone
=silderably cover 30.000.000 frame.

These special sorvices are of the following character: The
commercial managams=ut of ths purchase and chipment sf tha foodw
=stuffs have Leon in the hands of those of my colleaguee of wide
commercial cxparlence, who have devoted themsolvas wiremi Wingly
with groat acumen without evom o much as their personal expenses.
They haye, bty their own devoilon, Leen adls to vomnmwand concessions
of the most extraoriinazy onisr. Theso concessious conwist of the
voluntazy sazvioe without voumisslons, of the grest shipping,raile
=sy wnd purchasing fipns and societies throughout the world y with
the almost totsl elisdinstion of muddle men's profits, Bven office
rent snd furnlture have been dunated, Withar free or roduced raile
=way Iates huve Leen givea throughout the Unitod Statss and Camds
and the shipping and insurance 4one without courdssion . The Duich
Govermue.f hns glvan comcessions Ln railwny, telagraph und other
sorvicss of the most noble oxdsr.

Asice Irom thosa services, I must mention thnt inrge body af
volunteers, who have worked 8¢ devotedly in SBelgium in the distrie
=bution and secours, with the lope only of that greatest of all
recompente = the swisfaction of o huwn wexvice well glven.

I aun sending you this we an ubsolutely privete cumunieaticn to
yourgelf to slmply furnieh you with data which may bs of use in
eatablishlng the purely philanthropic character of all of our
inatitutions. We do not want 1t muds A basis for any sxprassions
of gratitude with which w2 are alrsady overwhelmed.

¥ith best wishes
Yoire very simcerely

sgd.) Herbert C. Hoover




