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S WHY HESITATE? 
Observers in Russia and elsewhere 

•In Europe who have given months and, 
la sotae'instances, years to the study 
of the political questions there, urge 
the necessity for immediate interven­
tion by the allies in the Russian situ­
ation, to the end that Germany shall 
l»e prevented from obtaining absolute 
control of Russia and Siberia. 

The danger of such progress in trie 
east cannot be exaggerated. Germany, 
for many years, has teen attempting 
to foment revolution In India. Should 
the kaiser obtain dominion over the 
Russian territory he could accept de­
feat In the west and still be victor in 
the world war. The peace of theworld 
would be imperiled constantly by the 
opportunity the non-Christian peoples 
of Europe and Asia would have to com­
bine, and that such a union would be 
encouraged and turned to a£T";n~{f® 
lnr Germany admits of no doubt in the 
light of the recent revelations of Ger­
man Intrigue with the Turks. 

i Day by day the world is realizing 
the great disadvantage which the 

i allies were compelled to accept when 
'Russia withdrew from the war as an 
' active enemy of Germany. Obviously, 
military activity in the east would re­
lieve the terrible pressure on General 
JV>chlsrorceB In the west. It Russia 
had remained a fighting nation there 
would have been far less anxiety now 
as to the success of the German of­
fensive. Perhaps there never would 
barfe been such an offensive. Perhaps, 

the war would have been end­
ed by now with a victory for allied 
fffni. 

i It to only logical, , therefore, that the 
frWIm should take fevery step possible 
to create a fighting front in the east, 

.where Germany would be compelled to 
torn her Attention to defense rather 

to Invasion and oppression. 
If,' as seems apparent, there is not 
~ lent surplus strength in the ar-

of Great Britain,* France and 
to put a big fighting force In 

east, Intervention by the armies «»f 
,jrrr» and China is the logical answer 
|o the problem which dally is grow­
ing more serious as Germany extends 
liar control of Russia and Siberia. 

If there Is to be a choice, In the end, 
as to whether Siberia shall be domi-

, nated by Germany or Japan, even if 
the allies must permit Japan to work 
her vfll In that country as the price 
of her military action in the present 
crisis, It should not be difficult to 
choose between the alternatives. 

The Courier does not accept the the-
ary that Japan must be restricted in 
her military operations in the far east 
•s an ally of the other nations fighting 
Germany. We are disposed to accept 
the assurance of the Japanese govern­
ment that its desire 1b not for conquest 
of Siberia. We are unable to under­
stand the logic of a war alliance of 
which Japan is a member but is not to 
be entrusted with protection of the 
Interests of all the allies against the 
common enemy. 

Japan and China hare completed a 
military agreement. Relations between 
these two nations seem to be on a bet­
ter and stronger basis than they have 
known for years. Japan chosp delib­
erately between the Hun and his ad­
versaries when she declared war 
against Germany In 1914. Now the 
'time has come for her armies to take 
an active and vitally important part in 
the conflict. It does not seem a proper 
time for her allies to raise the ques­
tion of her sincerity. 

y IRELAND'S PRE8ENT DUTY 
In consideration of the Irish prob­

lem it is well to bear in mind that only 
* comparative few citizens of Ireland 
have been found actively implicated in 
the pro-German plot for an insurrec­
tion. It is Impossible to excuse those 

-s--who are guilty, but It would be wrong 
to blame all of Ireland for the mis-

»..• guided actions of a few radicals. 
& There is nothing that can be Bald in 

defense of the men and women who 
1 plotted with Germany for the over-

V/. throw of British rule in Ireland, 
w^whether those conspirators were 'in 
'^•Ireland or in America. It is to be 
* v hoped that th^se American citizens 
-:*-fe'.!who are concerned in the plots will 
J^Sbe brought to speedy justice and that 
* >' those in Ireland who Intrigued with 
^Bernstorff and other German agents 

«hall be weeded out without exception 
A loyal Ireland 1b deserving of home 

nde. Of this there can be no ques-
• ; tlon. But loyal Irishmen can best 

;prove their light to home rule and 
, their ability to exercise its powers and 

. privileges by demonstrating their loy­
alty to the government under which 
they live. And that can be done now 

'. by acceptance of conscription and by 
. unselfish, unanimous support of Great 

Jlrltaln in the war. 
Every warring people has been com­

pelled to bury partisan and internal 
I differences in order to make war effl 

coal cars to minds without dlscrlmina- Texans have expected a declaration of his voice during the weeks while the 
f<nn. fiwm uninn at nnv Hmp durlne pre-election contest vis being waged. tion. war from Mexico at any time during 

The decrease In price is of no im-, several mopths. Rumors have been 
portance to the general public as com- rife regarding the training, of Mexican 
pared to the question of coal produc- troops near the border, under cqm-
tion, but the price has been under die- mand of German officers. Stories 
cusslon so long that production has have been told, with every evidence of 
suffered materially. Today the mines truth, about. .well equipped Mexican 
of the country are operating far below army units, supplied with airplahes, 
thalr normal production capacity in artillery and munitions and schooled 
the face of the fact that the United in the mechanics of trench fighting. 
States cannot avoid a serious coal , Germany has been .making every 
shortage next winter. possible effort to enlist Mexico in the 

The average householder, represent- war on her side, particularly since the 
ative of the general public, buys from United States entered the struggle 
twelve to twenty tdns of coal in a While Zimmerman was foreign min-
year. The reduction in price will ister he made elaborate negotiations 
mean a reduction of $1 or (2 in his with the Mexicans, promising them 
coal bill for the coming winter. The the support of Japan and offering 
amount he saves as a result of this them big slices of the United States 
order will not pay for one visit to his territory as a reward for the activities 
home by a physician in the event of he demanded. ' ' 
illness in his family as a result of his The Tampico oil fields have sup? 
failure or inability to buy coal and 
keep his home warm. 

Some millions of dollars are saved 
to the railroads <>f the country by the 
reduction. This saving will increase 
the profits of some lines and decrease 
the deficits of others. It will operate 
to reduce the sum which the United 
States must pay from its treasury to 
make good its guarantee of a proper 
return on railroad securities and 
stocks while the lines are under fed­
eral supervision. 

On its face this means a measure of 
economy in the interest of the general 
public which would be compelled to 
make up the extra sum through taxes 
or increased freight rates had the 
price not been lowered. But it can be 
counted an economy only if a coal 
shortage is prevented. If the country 
must undergo an experience like that 
of last winter the general public will 
realize a loss far greater than the sav­
ing represented by 10 cents a ton on 
all the coal produced and used during 
the year. 

The history of the government's 
handling of the coal situation has not 
been dne to inspire confidence in the 
prospect for its continuation when 
normal conditions shall have been re­
stored after the war. Prices have been 
changed so frequently, ralBed and low­
ered in turn, that the public is kept 
in uncertainty regarding future modi­
fication's. This results In failure on the 
part of many coal userB to purchase 
tuel in advance of cold weather, 
and because production of coal 
merely keeps pace with demand, 
hundreds of millions of tons 
measure the difference between actual 
production of America's mines this 
year and their maximum.capacity. 

Dr. Garfield has made a conscien­
tious effort to learn everything about 
the business and industry of mining, 
marketing and distributing coal In 
less than a year. He is an able man 
and has learned much, but his know­
ledge of the coal business today does 
not compare favorably with that pos­
sessed by any one of thousands of 
men who have made that business 
their life work. He has made many 
mistakes of judgment, a fact which he 
admits. 

But his greatest error is in permit­
ting himself to be over-ruled and domi­
nated by Secretary McAdoo as direc­
tor general of railroads. % It is the dif­
ference between them, arising over 
the price to be charged railroads for 
coal, which Is responsible for the loss 
of coal production in the country this 
summer. It is this same controversy 
which, at bottom, will be responsible 
for whatever coal shortage develops 
next winter. 

In view of Mr. McAdoo's activities 
regarding railroad taxes it is not un­
reasonable to conclude that he Is giv­
ing much thought to the balance sheet 
which will show the financial results 
of his management of the railroads. 
He desires to hold the expenses of 
operation to the lowest possible fig­
ure meanwhile increasing freight and 
passenger rates 25 per cent and 20 
per cent respectively, to assure the 
railroads of a revenue that will com­
pare favorably with their outlay. 

Thus far he is entirely within his 
rights and duty. But it is of record 

plied fuel oil to the United States and 
allied navies. If the supply should be 
withheld serious difficulties would re­
sult until other oil fields could be 
sufficiently developed. There are 
those who believe that Mexico would 
have entered the war long ago if a 
market, could have been found for the 
Tampico 611 outside the ranks of the 
allies. Germany was unable to pur­
chase the product because she, could 
not come and get it. 

It may be, however, that promises 
the kaiser's government has made to 
Mexico outweigh the immediate im­
portance of Tampico's commerce and 
that President Carranz^t has decided 
to throw in MB lot with Germany. 

Cuban officials regard the break 
with Cuba merely as a subterfuge for 
action against the United States. 
Whether they are right or wrong, it 
behooves America to turn attention to 
the southwestern frontier and to con­
sider the possibilities of an attack in 
that quarter. 

Large bodies of American troops 
are in camp not far from the Mexican 
border. They have spent several 
months there and are acclimated. 
They are well drilled and equipped. 
Should necessity arise they could give 
an invading force a decidedly warm 
reception. The United States is far 
better prepared in that section than 
was the case a few years ago when 
war with Mexico seemed certain. 

Such a war has been among the 

mat toe treasury department. muni tne emoaimeu ueei 
.know the amount of revenues to be occur during the present war without 

m MtlnkU U Ann » Will M r.A «* - JtnAWnfl if nrt (VlA oHwifllfltTfl' 

MR. CREEL, AGAIN 
e-eiecuon contest whs utsiug wttgeu. The announcement by the federal 
His reasons fpr asking action on the trade commission tiiat two large pack-

revenue bill without a long postpone- ing concerns, memners of the famous 
ment are good ones. He pointed out "big five," have sold spoiled meat to 
that the tax the new bill is to levy the government for the use of the 
must be paid from the profits on bus- army recalls one of the many remarks in spite of his lengthened horns, 
iness done this year. The tax payer made by the talkative Mr. Creel In a Leaper the Locust hardly dared show 
will be able to conduct his business recent address by way of excusing himself while his cousins remained m 
mote intelligently and safely If he shortcomings in some war department the neighborhood. But when he d.d 
knows this year what his tax is to be bureaus. venture out, not one of the hui 
next June. If he were compelled to Mr. Creel chose to refer to the "em- horde paid the slightest heed to 
wait until next January or February balmed beef" scandal on that occasion, They just ate and ate and ate. And 
he might fliid himself at a big disad- citing it to prove his assertion that pleasant valley soon began to take on 
vantage because of obligations con- under a republican administration in a hrnm with prod look, as if fall had 

------ 1898 war department was open to 
severe criticism. 

At that time The Courier suggested 

dieting with that of paying war taxes. 
By apprising him of the new tax 
schedules in September or October, bCUcUUlvu ill OvJilOulUvl U1 wLlUUOi» Al tUfll LUliC 1W vUU* iv* DMOOv 

congress will enable him to arrange that evidence against an unscrupulous 
n> f t Vt a m m 11 rvi A P *4 {» .M «r«a n At an AT7DT1 hfllflTirfl for payment with a minimum of dis 

comfort and of interruption to. bus 
iness. 

The president also warned congress 
that the treasury department must 

made available before it can arrange 
its affairs for the coming year. This 
fact needs no argument, and these 
two reasons are sufficient justification 
even for a presidential demand which 
in effect sentences the.law makers and 
many others to a torrid summer in 
Washington. 

A WAR MEASURE * 
Without presuming to criticise the 

increases in railroad freight rates and 
passenger fares which Director Gen­
eral McAdoo says are necessary, it is 
quite worthy of notice and considera­
tion just now that the revisions are 
arbitrary and, in some Instances, 
drastic In their effects. If C. O. Daw­
son, the Ottumwa Commercial club's 
rate expert, has Arrived at a correct 
analysis of the incomplete informa­
tion thus far available, there is rea­
son to believe that the nullifying of 
certain intrastate rates by the new 
order will work a decided hardship on 
some sections of the country and re­
sult in Increases far in excess of the 
25 per cent which the railway admin­
istration announced would be the aver­
age increase. 

These are not the only Increases in 
freight rates to be made under federal 
railroad control. Others have been 
granted since the opening of the pres­
ent year, when Mr. McAdoo took over 
the management of the country's 

be handled effectively although it may 
claim some attention from the larger 
struggle in Prance. Under present 
conditions, however, America is great 
enough and strong enough to meet the 
additional test .without fear for the 
outcome. 

POLITICS IS ADJOURNED 
(From Tuesday's Daily} 

It is good to hear from the president 
himself that politics is adjourned. 
That was one of the outstanding sen­
tences in the straightforward, sensible 
statement which he read to congress 
yesterday. He pleaded for non-parti­
san consideration of the new war rev­
enue bill in its making and in the de­
bate which will precede its passage. 
His advice was sound. 

But there is nothing to show that 
the republicans in congress are great­
ly at variance with the president's 
views on the question of taxation. It 
was the democrats of the house and 
senate who spent several feverish 
days in argument with Secretary Mc­
Adoo to convince him that a new tax 
law should not be passed on the eve 
of a campaign in which congressional 
and senatorial seats are at stake. 

Events indicate that they did jon-
vince him. though It probably was 
against his will. The hou^e, including 
the republicans, agreed to Majority 
Leader Kitchln's proposal to postpono 
tax legislation until after the fall elec­
tion and then put the bill through on 
a limited time schedule in a special 
session to open early in November. 

But when that plan reached the sen­
ate the republicans refused to sub­
scribe to it. They had in mind the 
manner in which the present revenue 

rignis ana uuiy. dui k. id ui was rushed' through the house 
that he sought to obtain a price for w^en Mr. Kltchin demanded that his 
railroad coal lower than the price to feuow congressmen Join with him. 
be paid by the general public, after their eyes and vote affirmatively. 
President Wilson had disapproved of -wrhen the bill reached the senate its 
such discrimination on general prin- inequalities were so numerous that it 

- wag lmpoBsibje t0 repair many of them 
and the measure became a la\y which, 
as Mr. Kitichin said, is one of the most 
unscientific statutes ever written. 

The republican senators are not dp-
posed to necessary war taxes but they 
cling to the opinion that the schedules 
should be capable of defense. They re 

Such a war has bfen^™°?f .tr transportation systems. They were re-
possibilities this country has bad to qUestej_ or most of them were, by the 
consider since 1914. If it comes it win while they were under pri­

vate management. 

clples .and after Administrator Gar­
field had disapproved of It specifical­
ly. The railroads, taking their cue 
from Mr. McAdoo, refused to buy coal 
at Dr. Garfield's prices and hundreds 
of mines were closed for weeks as a 
result 

Then the railroads placed contracts bhuuiu uc —-- -
contingent on government revision of fused to agree to a limit for considera­
ble prices, apparently secure in the tion of the proposed meapure In spec-
belief that Secretary McAdoo would iaj or regular session. They wrecked 
be able to upset the Garfield sched- the satisfaction with which the demo-
ules. This was after President Wilson cratlc congressional leaders had re-
practlcally had approved the Garfield garded the success of their debate 
prices and had said the railroads must with Mr. McAdoo. 
abide by the fuel administration's 
rules. 

Meanwhile Dr. Garfield indicated 
his belief in the fairness of the exist­
ing prices by his telegram to Fuel Ad­
ministrator Webster in which he de­
clared no further revision of Iowa coal 
prices was contemplated. That was a 
few weeks ago, after President Wilson 
had decided in the fuel administra­
tor's favor in his controversy with the 
railroad director. 

But Secretary McAdoo returned to 
Washington after an absence of sev­
eral weeks on a Liberty Loan speak­
ing tour. He took up the controversy 
with Dr. Garfield where he had 
dropped it to start on his trip. The 
result of his activities is 4he ID-cent 
reduction which has just been an­
nounced. He was unable to obtain a 
preferential price for the railroads but 
he compelled the fuel administrator 
to retreat from his former position 
4md to make what appears to have 
been a compromise settlement 

While all this controversy-has been 
in progress at Washington mines have 
been idle in many sections of the coun­
try, including Iowa. The price reduc 

Then the president stepped Into the 
breach with his address of yesterday. 
He has set congress to the task of re­
maining in session all summer, but he 
also has demanded that a fair law be 
enacted. He placed emphasis on the 
need for fairness, a feature which Mr. 
Kitchin and his friends overlooked In 
their anxiety to postpone the tax law 
until after the fall crop of votes 
should be harvested. 

As far as the republicans are con 
cerned, then, it does not seem that 
they can be charged with taking a 
partisan attitude on the question of 
war revenue legislation. It is difficult 
to find a difference between their po­
sition and that expressed by the pres­
ident . 

dently. Ireland cannot be excepted 
from that rale. 

t ̂  « A THE PRICE OF COAL 
The fuel administration has made a 

. J reduction of 10 cents a ton in the prlce 
'•{ of coal, according to an announcement 
rimide public Saturday. The an-
gpnonncement includes the statement 

that the railroads will pay th« same 

tlon obtained means little or nothing 
to the average coal consumer, but the 
loss in coal production means much 
and max result' in a serious coal 
shortage next winter with a very dam­
aging effect on the country's' war 
activities. 

AMERICA IS PREPARED 
The pro-German sentiment in Mex­

ico seems to be on the point of flar­
ing up. The break between Mexico 
and Cuba does not surprise Ameri-

h*ve been watching affairs 

The governor is impetuous and, ap- — - , . . . 
parently. quite taken with the idea of ter the arranwrnentsi that existed, he 

'prochv Lieutenant Schafer disappeared In 
matlon in much the same spirit which No Man's Land being wounded 

hIlra,ean?o The S ne^ Shl^dlsapiaince 
dfnner sSb. This ls reached his parents In Ottumwa in a 

an error into, which few public men Wter from 

Now these additional increases also 
are necessary, Mr. McAdoo says. He is 
In a position to know, probably better 
than anyone else in the country, and 
we have no disposition to question his 
opinion. But four questions obtrude 
for answer when the announcement of 
the changes is read. They are these: 

1. Since the director general an­
nounces th&t the extra expense which 
the new ratos are to meet does not in­
clude nearly $1,000,000,000 which will 
be disbursed for improvements, new 
equipment and expansion this year, is 
it not fair to assume that the outlay 
which he does balance against the 
anticipated increase in revenues would 
be necessary if the lines were not un­
der federal control? f 

2. Accepting Mr." McAdoo's state­
ment that these expenses are neces­
sary, would it have been possible for 
the railroads to convince the inter­
state commerce commission and the 
public of that fact if the lines still 
were under private ownership? 

3. In view of the economies which 
the railroad administration is practic­
ing. instanced by the discharge of 
high salaried officials, discontinuing of 
trains, curtailing of heavy equipment, 
combining of city ticket offices ar<3 
various other moves which cause the 
public some inconvenience but are ac­
cepted cheerfully as a part of the 
hardships of war, could the railroads. 
privately owned, have existed without 
making similar economies, and how 
great an increase in rates would they 
havo been forced to demand? 

4. As an economic measune and not 
as a war measure, is the experiment 
in quasi-public ownership of railroads " ~ -
proving the wonderful success which why didn't he say so? 
was prophesied for it by jubilant " 
socialists and by a great many other 
men wh'o had spent years railing at the 
railroads before the government gath­
ered them in? 

These are questions which have no 
relation to the war, to be sure. Per-

contractor was not an even balance 
with evidence against an inefficient or 
negligent government official and ven­
tured the assertion that a parallel for 
the "embalmed beef" episode might 

reflecting discredit on the administro. 
tion. , . . 

The parallel is at hand, indeed, and 
no one considers It in the slightest de­
gree a reflection on anyone identified 
with the government. That is to say, 
no one so considers it unless It might 
be Mr. Creel, whose brand of logic Is 
as remarkable as his capacity for say­
ing the wrong things 

WHY NOT SAY IT? 
As might have been expected, pro-

test has been made against Governor 
Harding's sweeping proclamation 
which calls on iowans to use no other 
language but English in schools, 
churches, public meetings or in con­
versation. 

It was made plain, when the proc­
lamation was issued, that it was de­
signed to eliminate the German lan­
guage, but the word "German" Is not 
to be found in the document. It is ex­
tremely broad, however, in ruling 
against every foreign language, wheth­
er It be that of a people friendly to 
America or committed to war against 
118. 

it is pretty generally agreed that 
the German language is under the ban 
In Iowa and all over America. That 
is in accordance with a well grounded 
contempt for Germany and all its 
works. But no such grievance exists 
against the lands from which come 
French, Swedes, Norwegians, Rus­
sians, Danes, Spaniards, Italians. 
Greeks, Servians, Japanese or Chinese 
immigrants. Theirs are countries and 
peoples which are either neutral or 
allied with America 'in the war. They 
have done nothing, as have some Ger-
man-Americans, to invite suspicion as 
to their loyalty to this country and its 
government. 

Bohemians in Cedar Rapids expect 
to hold a meetiug of protest tomorrow. 
Over in Italy. Bohemian soldiers who 
hate the German influence in Austria-
Hungary have foresworn allegiance to 
the dual empire and have joined the 
Italian armv to fight against the very 
imperialism America's armies ar^try­
ing to crush. The Bohemians in Ce­
dar Rapids have given evidence of 
their loyalty repeatedly. 

If Mr. Harding wants to give the 
German language a knockout blow in 
Iowa he has an opportunity to promul­
gate a proclamation about it and pub­
lic opinion would support his attitude 
But if he is aiming at Germany It is 
ridiculous to fire a verbal volley which 

| Children's Evening Story 
THE BEST OF FRIENDS 

already come. 
Kiddie Katydid soon saw that he 

would have to move if Leaper's cous­
ins lingered there much longer. And 
he didn't like the thought of quitting 
his home. , 

"I wouldn't mind going, if I could 
take Farmer Green's dooryard with 
me,' he remarked to a long-horned 
gentleman who stopped to talk with 
him one evening. "But of course, 
Kiddle added with a smile, "that's out 
of the question." 

"I quite agree with you," said tie 
other. "In fact, I'm ready to agree 
to almost anything you say." 

"These Short-Horns are a terrible 
lot!" Kiddie Katydid observed. 

"They are, indeed!" exclaimed the 
polite stranger. "I wish they'd finish 
their visit here and leave us in peace " 

"I never want to see another Short-
Horn as long as I live." Kiddie Katy­
did declared. 

"Nor I," echoed the strange gentle­
man. 

And Kiddle Katydid couldn't help 
thinking what a pleasant,person the 
long-horned stranger was and how 
gentle were his manners. 

"I'd like to know your name!" ho 
cried. "It's a long time since I have 
met anybody so agreeable as you are." 

The stranger drew nearer and low­
ered his voice. 

"Don't you know me?" he asked. 
kiddle Katydid stared at him for 

a moment. 
"No," he said at length. "To be sure 

you do have a familiar look, in a way 
But I must saj' I don't recognize you." 

Then the stranger spoke in a whis­
per: 

"They used to call me 'Leaper the 
Locust'!" / 

"Go 'way!" cried Kiddie? Katydid. 
"He was nothing but a Short-Horned -
Grasshopper. And anyone can see 
that your horns are fully as long as 
my own." j ' . 

"They're not real horns," said the •' 
other sadly. "That is, they're .real • 
only a part of the way." • , 

And looking more closely, Ki<fdie 
Katydid saw that what he said was 
true. It was indeed Leaper the Lo 
cust. And he was greatly changed in 
more ways than one. He had lost his ;v> 
old, quarrelsome air; and &e had be* -kg• 
come very meek and mild. _ ® 

"Don't tell my cousins what rve !gj|; 
done," he begged Kiddle Katydid. "1 |pp 
don't want them to know who I am." $$> 

Kiddie assured the poor fellow that 
he would not betray him. He was <&|| 
sorry for Leaper the Locust. • R& 

"You'll be glad when your relations 
move on, won't you?" he said. "Then 
you can take those bits of grass off 
your horns and be yourself again." 

Leaper's answer almost took Kiddie ' 
Katydid's breath away. 

"I'm never going to be a Short-Horn : 
again!" he declared. "I shall wear „ ,. 
my horns long to the end of my days."* „ 

He kept his word, too. And so ear-
nestly did he try to be like Kiddie ^ 
Katydid in every way that He even 
attempted Kiddie's well known Katy , 
did melody. But he never really suo- -. 
ceeded at that. Anyone with an ear 
for music could tell the difference at ' 
once. 

Luckily the grasshopper horde soon 
swept on to new fields. And a few • 
warm rains, with sunshine sandwiched 
in between showers, soon turned the 
countryside green again. It was re­
ally Pleasant valley once more. And 
on fine autumn nights Kiddle Katy* 
did's shrill music could be heard mora 
than ever near the farm house. 

Leaper the Locust never could hear -
enough of it. He was always begging , 
Kiddie to repeat the odd ditty abont 
the mysterious Katy, hoping, perhaps, * 
that sometime he might learn more 
about her. , 

But Kiddie Katydid guarded his s» - <-
cret too well. 

(The end) 

arise of the story about the mis-shapen 
boy whose classmates had told their 
reasons for observing Thanksgiving 
and who was compelled to admit, 
when his. turn came, that from his 
cowlick to his flat feet the Creator 
had "just about ruined him." 

There was a time, when the Ameri­
cans first entered the battle zone, 
when| intelligible and informative cas­
ualty lists were issued by the war de-
pairment. Then they were discon­
tinued altogether, and later they re­
appeared, to give only the names of 
the men. This was so unsatisfactory 
that after a long delay Secretary Bak­
er announced that the home ad­
dresses would be included. At the 
same time he gave out the cheerful 
news that he had perfected plans for 
reducing the delay in official an­
nouncements. Newspapers and the 
public wtero given to understand that 
they would be given facts from thr 
front rapidly, and everything would 

mlng*at Germany It is be lovely. . . . „T „ 
wrtirinmis to nre a verbal voller which The case of Lieutenant Walter B. 

held. A part was made public on Its ' 
receipt; the remainder was held over 
a day, apparently at the whim of some 
official or employe of tbe war depart­
ment. This arbitrary method is not 
the sort of treatment a loyal public 
deserves at the hands of the bureau. It 
is not calculated to inspire confidence 
in the war department nor in its activ­
ities in other directions than that of 
informing the American people re-
garding the progress or the war. s 

1 
DINNER STORIES } 

I 

fall, for most of th^m realize that a 
public speaker can "get away with" 
much which fails to stand the test of 
deliberate reading when it is set down 
in black and white and divorced from 
the atmosphere of black coffee, per* 
feet OS, dinner coats, bunting, oratory, 
frantic gestures and bursts of ap­
plause. 

If he wanted to cut out German, 

BOCHE FOR BREAKFAST 
The Americans under General Per­

shing have struck their first offensive 
blow. . They captured 200 German 
prisoners in an advance near Mont-
didler, reclaimed the town of Can reiu.iun to iuq wsri iu uc duic> rcr* diui6r rPCl&lQ16u iftP lOnII ox vbh* 

haps they would not occur just now tigny from the enemy and dug in at 
if it were not for the fact that certain their objective amid a hail of German way 
newspapers and, certain law makers flre bUt Wlth their spirits unruffled day. 
and certain other public officials are Qrwi thpir desire for battle only whet- if 

received May 20. May 26, more than 
a month after the event, official no­
tice from the war department was 
conveyed to the lieutenant's father fcy 
telegraph, but on May 23 the soldier's 
name had been found by Congressman 
Ramseyer when he examined the un­
published casualty lists which the war 
department had received from France. 

How long those lists are held befor" 
they are given to the newspapers and 
public is a problem the layman can­
not solve. But in the case of Lieu­
tenant Schafer the delay amounts to 
thirty-seven days. His name appeared 
in yesterday's casualty list. 

Major Lufberry's name was pub­
lished in every American newspaper 
the day after his death, which occur­
red May 10. But his name found its 

'Twas a dark and stormy night. 
An automobile might have been seen 

chugging along a deserted highway in 
Jersey, toward a munition plant , 
• It began to rain. • ' — •%-

Sonrad, our hero, for it was none 
other than he, said to himself: "Ach! 
it raining is. I must Jook once at the 
bomb to see if the fuse is damp yet" 

He took the bomb and looked at it 
but could not see It on account of the 
darkness. 

"I think I will strike me a match 
and see If the bomb is all right yet" , 

He did so and ^ 
(The end.) 

A friend of the Poet Bryint chanced 
to be alone In his study when a cabi­
net maker brought home a chair that 
had been altered. When Mr. Bryant 
returned he asked, "Miss Roberta, 
what did the man say about my 
chair?" 

"He said," answered the visitor, 
"that the equilibrium Is now admir­
ably adjusted." 

"What a fine fellow," s4id Mr. Bry­
ant, laughing. "I never heard him 
talk like that! Were those his exMt 
words?" 

way into the casualty list only yester-

GOOD REASONS 
Only those who know the sticky 

heat of a Washington summer an<J can 
sense the anxieties that beset an office 
holder when he Is far away from his 
constituency on the eve of a campaign 
can appreciate the position In which 
President Wilson found himself yes­
terday when he set about urging con­
gress to remain in session until the 
new war revenue measure mould be 
enacted. ^ 

He is asking no more of the repre­
sentatives and senators, however, than 
he has done or will do himself. Ho 
has arranged to remain In Washington 
through the lummer and there will be 
no "hot weather capital" in New Eng­
land this year, because Mr. WilBon re­
gards his duties at Washington too 
pressing to permit .a long absence. In 
the campaign of 1916 he made no real 
speaking tour and few of the persons cans who Ukve oeen waicnmg amirs speaking tour ana iew or tne persons bility or icuem 
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public officials are 
to be found, from time to time, volcinp 
some such assertion as this: "The 
men who had been running the rail 
roads couldn't serve the public in the 
war emergency: they had to admit 
their inefficiency bnd* turn the Job 
over to Secretary McAdoo." 

The Courier would not dim the 
luster of a single jewel in Mr. Mc 
Adoo's numerous decorations. Gladly 
it yields him praise for being able to 
carry more titles than almost anybody 
else on earth. Cheerfully It agrees 
with those who say he is doing big 
things in quite a big way. But cer 
tninly there would be credit enough 
for any man in a record of having so 
directed the transportation systems of 
the country as to Increase their ef­
ficiency and bring them up to the 
exacting standards demanded by tbe 
war emergency. 

If Mr. McAdoo does this he will have 
done much. He is not doing it after 
the fashion which public opinion would 
demand that he or anyone else should 
follow in any but a time of war. The 
success he shall attain will be meas­
ured, not by the balance sheet of ex­
penses and receipts, but by the service 
which the railroads perform in the in­
terests of the nation and in tbe prose­
cution of the war. 

There Is no reason to believe that 
if tbe committee of railroad executives 
which was superseded by Mr. McAdoo 
bad possessed the power and prestige 
he possesses, they could have failed 
to make the railroads into an efficient 
war-making arm of the government 
There is no reason to believe that any 
one of hundreds of able Americans 
could fall, given Mr. McAdoo's power 
and prestige. 

The experiment promises to suo 
ceed as a war measure. As an eco­
nomic operation there is much abont it 
that is open to criticism. This feature 
should be considered when an opinion 
is about to be formed on the practica 
bility of federal ownership of railroads 

and their desire for battle only whet­
ted by the first experience as an at­
tacking for^e. 

There is inspiration in the dis­
patches which come from the Ameri­
can headquarters in Picardy today. As 
the Americans started across No 
Man's land toward the German posi­
tions they told each other laughingly 
that they would eat boche for break­
fast. They fought like veterans, the 
Associated Press correspondent says, 
and followed their officers eagerly 
when the latter lead in the advance, 
shouting that good old American rally­
ing cry, "Come on, boys." 

Heretofore the Americans have been 
forced to content themselves with 
raids and patrol actions. They have 
acquitted themselves creditably. Yes­
terday they went Into real offensive 
action for the first time and again the 
report Is of victory. 

As more of these young soldiers 
reach the fighting line they cannot but 
improve the morale of the whole long 
line of allied troops which stretches 
from the North sea to Switzerland. 
The effect of their zest for battle is 
evident among the French and British 
already, and It Is not surprising that 
the Italian officials have asked that 
some Americans be sent to their coun­
try to inspire the Latin soldiers as 
they have inspired the other allies. 

But to Americans at home the most 
satisfying news is that these men of 
Pershing's fight like they talk. The 

l training they have received has sob­
ered them some, perhaps, just as it 
has hardened them physically, but it 
has not taken away one atom of that 
spirit which, though indefinable, is 
typically American, the result of 
mingling the best that is in the blood 
of the old world's races in the new 
world's melting pot of freedom, cour­
age, ingenuity and independence. 

" 'Well,' he said, 'it joggles 
right!"'repeated Miss Roberts 

Just 

If the wai; department delayed none 
but the public announcement there 
would be less reason for complaint. 
But to withhold the news of a soldier's 
injury or death from his next of kin 
seems entirely unjust. FTelays such 
as Lieutenant Schafer's case instances 
should be avoided by tbe war depart­
ment. The kinsmen of soldiers have 
every right to expect and demand of­
ficial notification without delay. The 
loose, unsystematic method being fol­
lowed now invites them and the public 
to regard the casualty lists with sus­
picion. 

When the list was discontinued sud­
denly. announcement was made that 
the action was taken at the request 
of General Pershing. Weeks were con­
sumed in waiting for him, presumably, 
to give his consent in turn to the 
abbreviated list and then to the sort 
that is published now. The facts do 
not encourage one to believe that Gen­
eral Pershing had a great deal, if any­
thing. to do with the strange mixture 
of conflicting orders. It is evident that 
he forwards the casualty lists with 
reasonable promptness. It is certain 
that there is considerable delay in 
their progress through the war de­
partment's offices. It is probable that 
the list in which Congressman Ram­
seyer found the Ottumwa soldier's 
name on May 23 had been received at 
Washington weeks before, but the de­
partment gave no notice to Lieutenant 
Schafer's parents rntil May 26. 

It isv possible th t red tape or cler­
ical Inefficency is responsible for the 
unsatisfactory operation of tho war de­
partment's information bureau. Cer­
tainly military expediency does not 
explain nor excuse the withholding of 
the names of soldiers like Schafer. 
Lufberry. Hall and Chapman from the 
casualty list for days and weeks after 
the facts abc -on were published 
broadcast in u sewspapers. 

Yesterday th* rar department made 
public a portion of General Pershing's 
communique from France which had 

An eastern statesman made an aw^-
ful hit the other evening with hll ; 
speech. He had discovered a new syt> 
tem to bring out the cheers. Every -
two minutes, by the clock, he mention­
ed the name of some famous man. On ' 
that evening he made theih cheer nine 
times for the president, seven timet« 
for "Colonel Roosevelt, five times fop 
Pershing, and he even managed to 
squeeze out a handicap t>y mentioning * 
Herbert 

WEDDiNG ANNOUNCEMENT ;v j 
Centerville, May 29.—friends here 1 

have received announcement of the-
marriage of Miss Lottie Lester and . 
William Willard Felkner, at Ottumwa, / 
on Saturday, May 25.—Miss Lester "J: 
was teacher of geometry in the Cen-' v 
terville High school for several yean, I 
and has many friends here. The grodm 
Is an attorney. They will be at homa«f5?| 
at 810 Kirkwood avenue, Iowa City,*:" "" 
after September 1. 

\ 

UNEXPLAINABLE DELAY 
When one contemplates the Ameri­

can casualty list as it is issued day communique from France wmcn nau oiuuer ior me c 
from ibndlf flight arid wlth*tO lilt Rfid CrOSS 

ORDNANCE BUREAU -
IS MORE EFFICIENT; 

Washington, D. C. May 29—Change# 
in the organization of the ordnance de­
partment of the army to permit in­
creased efficiency in divisions charged' 
with the execution of the ordnance 
program were announced today ;b$ 
Major General Wheeler, acting chief 
of ordnance . 

Creation of an estimate and procure-' 
ment dirts ion is the most important of . 
the changes made. Hitherto the work. .1 
of this branch has been csuried on I 
der the administrative division. A neif ~ ' 
estimates and requirements division 
will be charged with administratis* ot 
tbe man power program of the general 
staff. 

- „ 'A 

WHITE HOUSE WOOL # 
AT $125 PER POUND 

Springfield. Ills., May 29.—Governor 
Lowden wrote a check for $250 today 
to pay for two pounds of wool grown' 
on sheep feeding on the white nouae 
lawn. The governor was tbe highest 
bidder for tbe clip. The money gotia 
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