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Des Morves, Aug. 5, 1086,
J.J'I. Windsor, Keg., Bedford, Tayler Co,,
W : 2

My Deax Frrewp :—Yours of the 28th of
Juné, was not reeeived till on the eve of n\{
departare for St. Louis on the 8th of July.
returned about & week ago, but an sccamuls
tion of correspondence during my absen
requiring immediate attention, has dela
my answer to yours, till to-day. You say
that my friends in your locality would like to
kuow my views 8 to the 4th clavee of the
Union-Republican Platform, in relation to
striking the word “white’’ out of the
clause o!q our Ogmuo’.'. “In other
upon ““) Q‘fo llh‘.-
ppnou your opposition to it. With reciprocal
frankness, I say to you that I am in favor of
it, and will give you as briefly as possible,
though necessarily at some length, my reasons
for lge opinion 1 entertain.

To strike the word “‘white’” from our Con-
stitation, is to “mmend’”’ it: and to amend
the Constitution requires that we elect n_ma-
Jority of the members to each House in favor
of the amend t. T nt may be
proposed in either House, but must be agreed
to by a majority clected to each House, and
referved (o the mext Legislature. Our next
Legislature will be elected in 1867, but will
not convene uatil January, 1868, ir s ms-
Jjority of the members elected to each House
of that Legislature shall s to the amend-
munt a8 propoeed, then it is their duty to pro-
vide for submitting it to the People. e
Paople would not, therefore, vote upon such
amendmeant till the Full of 1868—three years
from now; and if such amendment should be
adopted, the negroes could not vote until the
Fall of 1869—aver four years from this—as
long & time as it has taken for the culmina-
tion and suppression of the greatest Rebellion
in the history of the world.  Who can say, in
view of the woanderful ocourrences aud
changee. relating to the negroes in Americs,
during the past four years, that they will not
be qualified for, or that Iowa will not need
nefru suffrage within the next four vears ?

f | was opposed to negro suffrage to-day, 1
would nevertheless advocate the submission
of the question aceording to the forms of the
Constitation, in order that the People might
be able, three years from this, to withhold or
extend the right of suffrage to the Afriean
race, as the then circumstances may justify
or require. We live in the midst of important
events, and are enacting history with a ra-
pidity uoparalleled, and it becomes us to be
prepared for the emergencies of the future.

Yeou see, therefore, the guestion is not,
whether the neiroes are prepared for, or it is
the interest of lowa to give them the right of
suffrage fo-day: but it is, whether we are
willing that the Pcople three years hence may
determine for themaselves, in the light of the
then surroundings and necessities, ae togiving
the right of suffrage to that hitherto wickedly
opgrenfnd. but now rising race. ;
. Bat in determining our true policy and daty
i relation to negro suffrage in lowa to-day,
we cannot, as patriots, limit our observation
to Iowa alone.  Iowa has made great, gener
ous, and bloody sacrifices for the unity and
perpetuity of our National Government, and
ehe will not to-day either do or refuse to, any
act, although completely within her own
rightful sovereignty, which may be necessary
to preserve that ﬁuwrnmcnt for which her
sons have so bravely fought and died. The
interests of lowa are wedded to, and insepa-
rable from, the Union ; and as in the past she
has done, 80 in the future che will do, all that
she can, even to self-nbnegation, to preserve
that Union and promote the common good.

ili | - .
In the military contest Just closed, Iowa has | and therefore within the complete power
uestion |

taught her sisters by example. In a q
of political progress she will not now teach by
precept only.

The National Government hag the power
and it is alike her necessity and duty to see
that the right of suffrage is extended to the
African race in the rebellious States,

I Astothe power. That Slavery was the
cause of the Rebellion; or, in other words,
that the Rebellion was insugurated in order
to. permanently establish and perpetuate
Slavery, no sane man can deny. The war on
the rn.’t of the Government was to suppress
the Rebellion; and its magnitude was such as
to eall into vitality and require the exercise
of every war power of the Government. That
power being called into exercise, may right-
fully and properly be exerted, not only to
suppress the eflect—Rehellion, but also to
destroy the cause—Slavery,

Just a8 & man, met npon the highway by a
robber presenting his loaded pistol and de-

ng money or life, may not only knock
down the robber and hold him till he promises
obedience to law aud daty, but may also dis-
g‘uuge the pistol, take it from him, or kill him
if necessary, so as effectually to secure that
obedience and his own protection. So, the
Government assailed by o Rebellion, prompt-
ed and backed by slavery, may not only sup-
press the Rebellion, but may do such further
acts us shall be necessary effectually to secure
future obedience to an:{ protection of itself.
It may then discharge the slaves, if it be nee-
essary, place them upon the watch-towers of
the Republic.

President Johnson, in his reconstruction
Proclamation (which unfurtunately for it and
him, has the promised support of those in the
:‘:nl; who !;m;m;lhilne«] with the Rebellion ;

of course, such promise even, is fai
hn&ruocn’bed the }r‘ lifications of‘“'hlg"’
for the officers authorized by it. The Presi-
dent has seen fit to prescribe the same qualifi-
pn&nn_ 83 were g§;§by the Rebels themselves
in their preten statates ; hut the pomen
which ecuid prescribe such qualifications,
could of course prescribe other and different
qualifications, for the ri

¢ f L to act as an clector

is derived frm the metion a t fi

:lhg nbdlm.' - © Plnlv:ideu ﬁ‘n zm:ot:!;
niversal consent, (fo |
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of voters int the l;bdltnu W&:@W‘

such power 1 know

loyal man would

vegro suffrage theye.
But I have digressed from the argument,
e seceding Suwm their acts of ecession

followed by armed rebellion, have eommitted

suicide as to their Stafe Governments, B

our successful efforts in suppressin ef-
lion, we have restored the L’mm 8 e E:gtm
and sovereignty of the Federal Government
over all that territory, and the people who re-
main orsettle therein, In the exercisé? of our
sovereignty, thus reguined, we may establish
sod maintein such governments #s shall, in

our nt, be cal
oot s bl e ik

ou, as well as every ofher
¥ have him prescribe

You frankly exe|]

Does not the pesce and

the politieal
States sholl be exercised controlled U
others than the mm’mmifm? lli th
ordinary ity ut of every loya
man, wm umi‘od.ji" a negstive an
gwer to both these questions, it i
that even less than such ordinary sagacity an(

ju nt, wonld, with the little experienc
{ve ve y had, unerringly so respond.
Govermment lool

can the Federal .
for the means with which to preserve its owi
sovereignty and contrdl thdse State Govern
ments in suwbordination to its paramount au
thority, except to the negroes there? Jan
swer, without fear of contradiction, no where
The African race—the denizens of the Soutl
—those *“to the manor born,’’ are the only
means.  Yon may ask, ean they be reliec
upon? 1 answer that the sagacity, wirdon
and fidelity of the black race, which has ena
bled them, without a single exception or er,
ror, to disen ver und serve our national interes
in the military contest, will enable them
discover and serve the rightin & politicaleon
test. That devotion to our cause which has
stimyulated the nogroes of the South, at th(
peril of their owa lives, to conceal, feed ant
guide our starving soldiers in their efforts 1
escape from the vile, infamous and barbaron:
prison pens of the South, is a guarantee o
their fidelity to our cause now. That skil
of bullets against our enemies, ought' to b
received as sufficient proof of their ability thu
to use the ballot also. The *‘poor whit
trash'’ of the South were easily led iny
arms-beari inst the Government; bn
the (-nlhva rican could neither be led no
driven into acts of hostility w us. ‘

It is sometimes said by the opponents ¢
negro suffrage, that the megroes would vo
Just as l}:i‘ir masters or employers would dic
tate, s %8 precively the same a
used by the mmlr men, against r.rltm?in th
right of suffrage to nﬂq: rs. They u
that the soldiers wounld vote just as thei
officers should dictate. The sume men re
sisted “ soldier suffrage ** on the same groun:
os they resist ‘“ negro suffrage.’ Ther re
sisted it in the Legislature and in the Courts
and being defeated in both, they gratifies
their malice by charging that the soldiers
were Lincoln hirelings, and were controlle
in their voting by their officers. And ye
these same men are wow seeking to word
upon the sapposed prejudices of the soldier
against the negroes, and thereby secure the
co-operation of the slandered with the slan
derers. | rejoice in knowing that the sagaei
ty of soldiers will discover the trick, and tha
you did not oppese soldier sufirage, and i
the hope that a careful review of the whoil
question will convince you of your duty no)
10 oppose negro suffrage.

The answer to this specious and stale argn
ment may be found in the fact that Wil
these very negroes were in actual . slavery

their masters, they dared to and did act if
direet opposition to their masters’ wishes—
sometimes doing it openly, but generally un
der cover of that peculiar African deception
cultivated by and resulting from slavery—
which enables them 10 appear to obay thei
masters, when they wre srally acting for the
right and in opposition 1o their masters’ will
That daring aund <kill which enabled them
against the wish of their masters, to serve the
right in our military contest, will, | have nt
doubt, enable them 1o fearlessiy serve thi
right in our political contests. betweel
the negroes, who refused obedience to rebe
masters, and the miserable hirelings whe
yielded obedience to rebel orders for starving
our loval prisoners. I give my voice and voty
for the right of suffrage to the former insteas
of to the lattér. Do you differ with me ig
this ?

But the extension of the right of suffrage t¢
the negrees is a necessity, not oaly for thy
wise and safe government of the rebellion
States, but ulso in order to protect ourselves
and the Federal Union. By the abolition b
slavery, the Electoral snd Congressional rep
resentation of those States will be increased
eighteen. This occurs from the fact that the
eame persons, who, as slaves, were repre
sented us three to five, sre to be, as frecmen
represented as five to five.  And Kence the
same Southern votes will possess that addi
tional power, without casting a single wddi
tional vote, and to that extent .a Southerd
voter will possess und exercise a greater pow
er than @ Northern voter. With this additis
tional power, they cau, by the help of a few
Northern votes in Congress, control its ac-
tion.

As soon as they ean control Congressional
action, they will, without doubt, repudiate
our war debt, which, ia the shape of *‘seven-
thirties,” is held almost exclusively by the
loyal people of the North. (pos-
sibly, and,) they will assume the rebel war
debt, which is largely held by the insti

do so. ‘lo
argument as
Law makes it

; and the same Providence hes devolved

d ; by

e i PPt o they
before their 2&« |
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'ftumuau the of suf-
frage is not & God-given bat iy & right
dependent apon the will of the oe
te in which a n may {
1t %6 true that ties and
mssume and exercise the power

of voters theremn.| If e

prescribed excludes only one
excindes all but the one, it is to just
tent a tyraany, it is to vio

Jwo of equalily, and therefore wroi

‘\‘s“" have the power to exelude
fmm“lhl:.:ighl of lﬂgﬂ: but if we |do and
exercise it, we, to that extent, violjte ﬂill
Jaw, and may reasonably ct, hnt we

will surely reeeive, the visitations of [His dis- |
~pleasure, The terrible scourge to Nt-‘
tion, in the rebellion just su s bas, I|
have thought, indefibly taught ua the|Biblical
truth that ‘‘Sin is a reproach to any le,
and [ Lave said, and here repeat, thit I be-
lieve it has peculiarly,

us as a P
to “Trast in God.” If v:onl, howerver, |

fuse justics to that Race, on 'Mmﬁ
'(}od evidently has scourged us a8 » Ni y
shall confess 1o the fear, llm!'!ehu in store
for our Rulers, and us, as & Nation, further
manifestations of His displeasure, as for Pha-
rach and Egypt, of old.

I have already proteacted this letter to too
great a length, and yet have given you but sn
outline of only 8 part ul}lh{mnny a‘mm»m‘-
and facts in support of “Negro i
{f what I have I;;[‘E’m u:.ll ltin:‘l:w you to

irther investigation with your chargcteristic
sagacity, judgment ahd rectitude, T
satisfied, for ﬂunw you will be fousd, after
that, *‘battling for the right.”

I ought, however, further to say,
far as negro voting in is con
qunqtinn‘:‘;munu hére practically
tle. For, as soon as “equal rights™] shall be
sccured to them in the rebellions
very few, almost none at all, will » in
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this Northern latitnde : but they will -seek,
what they prefer, and by nature scem adaj
ted to—a warmer climate and one near akin
to their tropical nativity.

But the il influence of correet action
in lowa, will he potent for good upon the
National canee. The influence of lowa i
recoghized aud felt among our sister States
and in the National Legisiature, and as she
has been first in furnishing men, and they
nmong the bravest of the brave, to secure
victory iu the military contest, now so triym-
phantly closed, so, let her be first in the great
act of political progress, and that among the
w.sest of the Right, to secure complete victory
in the struggle for equality which alone can
crown our brillisnt triumph in arms aod make
our Nation practically and really ‘‘the land
of the F'ree and the home of the Brave.”"

With the request for your prayerful consid-
eration of this subject and assurances of my
personal esteem. -

I am, very truly, your friend,
C. C. COLE.
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them hate the slaves themselves: and the
loyal conduct of the slaves has 50 intensified
that hatred, that they seize every o portunity
for the n of their vindictiveness
lu;_nrd lhehl'l:. .
ow, while the institution of sla is the
embodiment of all villainy, it _re'!'rh’u one
colorable redeeming.g:.lit_v‘ and that is, the
masters would look r and secure, 10 & cer-
tain extent, the health and physical comfortof.
their slaves, and would protact them from
violence by This, of caurmé, was the
result of interest, not charity. This inferest
is now destroyed by the act of our Govern.
ment and the negroes are without any protec-
tion. Itis, therefore, the duty of the Gov.

and of the governed.  We if Mniou
establish & military goremlm' lxnﬁnn;

it unti! the le th
& wise and "-'a?.'a..f..'-' e g

o —and fmmlv', we may i
the ‘people there to establish ¥
State governments for themselves, which of
course must be republican in form and =g
to the approval of and admission by Congress.
would never begiven
unalterable constitati pro-
rightful sovere;

to secure protection for them. Such

they have representation and the

for protection is the fruit of and

: And farther,
withoat by the African race in
the of the rebellious States, and
with bostility toward them
there, they be soon ¢ iond '
and I-Ln would follow a condition wot unlike
“ Mexican ge,”” and _ﬁuny, in spite of

coastitutioual inhibitions, & condition

of lbj'eet slavery, under some new ¢ chival-

po-blﬁ -on«{nhoneom €Ogno-

And we will learn, w en it will be too

tht'do hl::iucrilced three thouss,
n money, incurred
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MEBROEANTS,
Dealers 1n |

e . - |

Buiter, Eggs, Pouitry, Rags, Feaiiers, !
Beeswaxaad all Kinds Country Preduce, |

OCORNER NINTH 4 MAIN ST, KEOKUK, IOWA. |

COonsignments of Produce
which will be the
paid the highest

~ GAFFORD & Cv.,

Iy solicited, for
Priee.

Produce and Commission
MERCHANTS,
Nos. L70 exnd 177,

Nerth Side Main, bet. gth & 7tA Sta,,
KEOKUK, IOWA

'%'-:.-’.-w and willrecejve promptatten
F w| ve tat
tion. may3aty

Grocers & Produce Dealers
BastBide 84, Bet. Nain &k Johnson Rts.,

Keopconstant!y om hand s good assortment of Stapleand
Grogeries, which we offer to Il-’lblkfere'-l.

Fancy
R Gy g MR
- for sale by 3.8.4.800.

Cou. OATS AND BRAN—For sale
by Junlé] IR I & 00.

URICE & DRAKE,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

And Dealers 1»
Flour and ail Kindsof Preduce.

sSTOmMES,
Sain 81, set. 4th and Sth, and 94 9¢.
La the Atheneum Building,
KROKUK, IOWA.

P.5.—Wholesale Plonr Dipot. The attention of the
e invited to Their vartous they

‘wade 8o hele 2 h‘-a.«n-.
T TR

ation” apt®
hIIBS A. KI¥G,
Mais Street betw. 2d & ¥4d.

1Milun¢ry & Dress Making,

CLOAKS & SHAWLS,

Prouch and American Flowers, Embroidersd Rets Monrn
ing Seta Oollars, Laces Gloves, of al) 4
Oureets, Hoop Rkirts Rupporters, and a variety of othey
Goods for the Pall trade isml-d1y

ﬁlﬁﬂ&'d HOUSE,
Oermer of Johmnsen and 3d Streets
KEBOKUK, IOWA,

J. H. Teerse, - - Prorrrzros
mehd74
I.AIIW EOOVER, J. % o, A mys

HOOVER, STONE & CO.,
STRAW GOODS,

HAYS, CAPS, FUR G00DS, de.,
77 Breadway, - - = « NEWYOR
Jandl-dif
[) W. DIGGS,
.
COMMISSION JERCHANT
7OR vua GALS OF

DUNESTICO PBY GOODS.
Particular attention given 40 the sale of WOOL
Umangmmeonts poiscited .

§ NutragSireet, - - - - . NEW YORE
JandS-die.

Hini DEPUGH,
Barber and Hair-Dresser

Second §t., & few Deors trem Main.

.-ﬂz. Hair-Dressing and Shampooting (o the
bestatyle. 1 4 to give athaction te
RO D . war30-tf

jouﬁ PERDEW,

TUNDERTAXDES.

9. Ordersy rompily attended to. farnished
wheo raqrired el r

V.. % PEREINS & J. T. PERKINGg,

UNDERTAKERS,

Sesemd Street, Oppecite Post Office,

e ——————————
THERESSING MACHINES,
HORSE POWERS,
—AND—

ing Machi £ thiski
will @0 weil to call at Lhe wohm

dgricuisural Wwarechouse
AND SNED sTORE

OF WICKERSHAM & CO.

femeradly.

CANE MILLSI[,

ust reesived an
- m&"ﬁ{@"ﬂ*‘“ 89 | articie wears sole ageats. Those from u_.«g-':
mavis~ el it '.i‘_."_ trimmed to on short -u‘:.;-:-d ﬁmn-
JU_S:  RECEIVED—200 bbls. Molive clieaty semmally. Ot o s o ¥
i X Ul{ﬂ & Drazn. l.h'-.‘hno.u.h’wu@t. will receivep

—AND—

BATH HQ
CORNER NAIN &

TR SN

; e wser Colb ot 108 Motk Bvert. .

T * T eokaiedtin '8 oo
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